
 
 
 

Use the Catheter to Vein Ratio Table as a tool to help determine the appropriate catheter size for the vein in order to reduce 
risk of upper extremity catheter-related thrombosis. * 

 

 

*This tool is based on the current evidence and practice guidelines. These recommendations are subject to change as new evidence becomes available. 
For more details about this tool, see: Spencer, T., & Mahoney, K. (2017). Reducing catheter-related thrombosis using a risk reduction tool centered on 

catheter to vessel ratio. Journal of Thrombosis and Thrombolysis, 44(14).  
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